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DISTRICT 1A GOVERNOR RICHARD MOY’S 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

June 2025 

Good afternoon, Lions & Leos!  

  

I bring you greetings from the dry 

heat of sunny Las Vegas! This 

weekend I attended the leadership 

summit that included part of my 

incoming GAT (Global Action Team). 

GET (Global Extension Team) Carole 

Burke-Hallberg and GMT (Global 

Membership Team) Tom Elsey were 

both with me in attendance. We 

spent the weekend in various 

breakout sessions that helped us 

dive into our Action Plans aka 

District Goals and refine them. 

These Action Plans will be our living 

documents for the upcoming year 

that starts on July 1st. Although we 

have been working on these plans 

as a threesome, you will all play an 

active role in achieving these goals. 

Everyone from the club level to our 

district level will be given these 

Action Plans so that you can work 

on them within your own clubs and 

help our district.  

Our take aways from this summit is 

we want to be fully transparent with 

information to you all. The only way 

we can truly succeed is when we’re 

all speaking the same language and 

our actions are in unison.  

 

Together we will build the future of 

our district. There will no longer be 

closed doors to information. There 
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will no longer be “area 51” 

information. From the club level to 

the district and state level, you will 

be given FULL transparency on the 

workings and information of your 

district and multiple. I am your 

incoming Governor, however, this 

year as Governor isn’t about me, it’s 

about US! You will all carry an active 

and important role for our District in 

achieving our goals. As I’ve said 

before, I’m a different type of leader. 

I don’t care about awards or 

accolades. I care about our district 

and the success we will have 

together.  

 

Starting July 1st, your zone or 

region chairs will share with you the 

LIVING document that is our goals. 

We call these goals Action Plans. 

These Action Plans will be a living 

document that will fluctuate as we 

hit our targets or achieve the goals 

set. Our GAT Team (Global Action 

Team) will evaluate these Actions 

Plans monthly to ensure targets are 

being met by our district. The team  

will also adjust those goals based on 

success, failure or a need to extend 

timelines. The GAT team will also 

actively provide you with up-to-

date information and any tools you 

or your clubs need to help achieve 

our districts’ goals.  

 

I want to thank you all for your 

dedication to serving a world in 

need. I truly look forward to being 

your teammate in this Lions journey 

and never forget, I go to bat for us 

all with passion, kindness and 

patience.  

 

Are you ready to Serve to Lead and 

Lead to Serve? 

 

I believe you are! GO LIONS GO! 

 

Yours Always in Service, 

Richard A. Moy 

VCCE/District Governor Elect 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Send your articles, news items and photos 

to: govaustin@gmail.com for publishing in 

this newsletter by 26th of each month. 

mailto:govaustin@gmail.com
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GMT Coordinator: PDG Tom 
Elsey 

July 1, 2025 

 

Mission 1.5 

As stated on the international website “We’re on a mission to grow. And social 

media is one of the best tools we have for spreading our message, sharing 

success stories, and inspiring fellow Lions to join the drive to reach 1.5 million 

members worldwide.  MISSION 1.5 starts with you. So, get active with other 

Lions on social media now! #MissionToGrow” 

Let’s see what we can do to help reach 1.5 members!  We can reach and 

exceed our goal if every lion adds one or more new members. 

As a district, we need to continue improving work on retaining our members. 

2025-2026 

Mission1.5   New Clubs 

Members 

from New 

Clubs 

New 

members 

in Existing 

Clubs 

Dropped 

Members 

Net 

Growth 

Goals 3 75 300 275 100 

Actual      

 

District 1-A finished the 2024-2025 Lions Year as follows: 

Members as of 07/01/2024 - 1,754 

Members Added       347 
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Members Dropped        289 

Members as of 06/30/2024 - 1,765 

Gain for the year          58 

The easiest way to gain members is to have your club visible and provide 

service to those in need. Visibility will help your prospective member make an 

easy choice in accepting your invitation to join your club. 

 

Overview of Mission 1.5 

Mission 1.5, Lions International’s global membership growth initiative, set an 

ambitious target: to grow Lions Clubs International to 1.5 million members 

worldwide. The campaign focused on: 

• Recruiting new members with passion and purpose. 

• Strengthening club retention and engagement. 

• Work to assist where needed to help clubs meet community needs or 

causes for service. 

As GMT Coordinator, I will work closely with our district’s leadership, Global 

Action Team, and clubs to align our efforts with Mission 1.5. While we’ve made 

significant gains in awareness and training, our year-end membership data 

reveals key challenges—particularly around retention and club vitality. 

 

          District 1-A Membership Summary – 2024-2025 Lion Year 

    Total New Members Added 

312 new members were added across existing clubs. 
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       Top Growing Clubs with New members 

Club Name New Members 

CHICAGO ASIAN AMERICAN LIONS CLUB          57 

CHICAGO HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE LIONS CLUB          45 

CHICAGO DIVERSE INTERGENERATIONAL LIONS CLUB          25 

THE FOREST KALA SAMPATH LIONS CLUB          20 

CHICAGO GLOBAL LIONS CLUB          20 

PALOS LIONS CLUB          16 

 

     2024-2025 Newly Chartered Clubs 

New Club Name 
New 

Members 

Transfer 

Members 

CHICAGO ASIAN AMERICAN LIONS CLUB  57 15 

CHICAGO DIVERSE INTERGENERATIONAL 

LIONS CLUB  
23 2 

Total New Club Members 82  

 

   Key Takeaways from New Member Additions 

• 82 of the 312 new members came from two newly chartered clubs, 

highlighting effective club extension efforts. 

• Several clubs added 10 or more members, showing strong recruitment. 
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• 38 of our clubs contributed meaningfully, with many having 1 or 2 new 

member additions. 

📈 Total Dropped Members 

Total Membership Drops: 284 Members 

The breakdown by category is as follows: 

1. Club Cancellations – 44 members 

• 4 clubs officially canceled: 

o Chicago Eagles Wings Lions Club (26) 

o Chicago Uptown Lions Club (10) 

o Chicago Argentine American Lions Club (4) 

o Chicago Bronzeville Lions Club (4) 

2. Moved – 13 members 

• Reflects Lions who transferred clubs but remained in good standing. 

3. Non-Attendance – 43 members 

• 16 clubs impacted 

4. Non-Payment of Dues – 87 members 

5. Other – 9 members 

6. Reached Maximum Age for Club Type – 2 members 

7. Resigned in Good Standing – 69 members 

8. Transferred in Good Standing – 21 members 

 

Conclusion 
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This Lions year brought both learning and challenge. While 284 membership 

drops signal the need for more strategic action, they also provide valuable 

insight into how we can better serve our members, engage our communities, 

and build lasting clubs. 

Let us move forward with clarity, compassion, and commitment to the Lions’ 

mission—and to reaching 1.5 million strong. 

Governor Richard wants as many clubs as possible to be honored with the 

Club Excellence award for the 2025-2026 lions’ year.  The requirements 

needed to receive this award will be released by the International President 

AP Singh in the very near future 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

District 1A Mid-Year Leadership Forum 2025 
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--------------------------------------- 

 
On June 28th, PCC Gail , ZC Kathy 

Fenton and PCC Steve Anton 
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worked at the Orland Fire 

Districts Open House screening 

eyes of the kids in attendance. 

--------------------------------------

At the final meeting of the Lion 

Year for the District 1-A VOICES 

Committee. Visiting tonight in the 

yellow shirts are Lion Frank Kirar 

and Lion Chris Coleman of District 

1-A. These 2 Lions are Co-Chairs of 

the Helen Keller 5-K Run and Walk 

held every April in the District. 

Tonight they made a generous 

donation of $5,000.00 to VOICES, 

which supports the open areas of 

District 1-A. They also matched 

that donation of $5,000.00 to the 

Lions of Illinois Foundation. Thank 

you both and to all of those that 

supported the walk. Pictured left to 

right PCC Dennis McMillan, Lion 

Larry Williams, VDG Karl Schulz, 

Lion JohN Pleta, Lion Frank Kirar, 

Lion Bill Lammel, CT Dawn Grogan, 

PDG Tony Zartler, Lion Chris 

Coleman, PCC Gail Anton and PDG 

Joni McMillan. Not pictured Lion 

Marlene Chaney, Lion Tessie 

Zaretsky, PDG Harold Burkett, Lion 

Terri Bollinger and PCC Steve 

Anton. 

-------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------

The town of Orland and the Parks 

and Recreation board of Orland 

recognized our Lions club for work 

on the Lions Pavilion in the town 

park. 

 

The Orland Park Lions Club at the 

Board of Directors Meeting at 

Paddy B's. Seated second from left 

is our newest member, Megan. 

--------------------------------------

 

While River Gover Lions missing a 

few, please say hello to the newly 

installed officers for our club for 

the Lions year 2025/2026. 
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The River Grove Lions Club would 

like to extend our deepest 

gratitude to those who were able 

to attend our 1st ever Bingo Night 

last Friday. We would also like to 

give a HUGE shout out of thanks to 

our event sponsors: Wintrust, 

Bowlero Lucky Lincoln Gaming, 

River Elm Properties, 4 Jokers, and 

Belmont Funeral Home. With your 

continued support, we look 

forward to this event in the future! 

-------------------------------------- 

It was our distinct honor and 

privilege to present the 

RiverGrove Lions Club 

Scholarships at Leyden High 

Schools District 212 ceremony last 

night to this years well deserving 

recipients. Congratulations to all 

scholarship winners. Keep up the 

hard work and please continue 

your service to the community, 

wherever your future endeavors 

may take you!  

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Chicago Nurses for Diabetes 

Lions giving away complete set of 

diabetic supplies for  FREE.... The 

Amazing Lions are giving back to  
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our community. 
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-------------------------------------- 

 

Fil- USA Chicago Lions Club at 

thier Governor’s luncheon. 
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-------------------------------------- 

 

 
Chicago Nurses for Diabetes 

Fund Raiser – Golf Event. 
-------------------------------------------- 
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Chicago Healthcare Alliance 

Lions Community Service Peds in  

the Weeds. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Hurricane Helene is currently impacting the southeastern coastline of the 

United States, particularly affecting Florida. Many homes have been 

damaged and numerous families are displaced. In the face of this 

humanitarian crisis, we, as Lions, are prepared to step in and help. Your 

generous donation to LCIF enables us to 

continue our vital work in these 

challenging times. Please consider 

donating to our Disaster Relief 

Fund: bit.ly/3XFfxrP #LCIFLions 

When the Desplaines River 

flooded our community, the 

Village of Forest View back in 

2013. LCIF was there for us,  

 

https://bit.ly/3XFfxrP
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/LCIFLions
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